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Appendix A 
 
Schedule of evidence taken into account and list of unused material 
 
 

 
Page 

 

 
Number 

 
Description 

 
4 

 
WC 1 

 
Code of Conduct 

 

 
13 

 
WC 2 

 
Complaint of Councillor Lady Blois 

 

 
43 

 
WC 3 

 
Statement of Councillor Lady Blois 

 

 
47 

 
WC 4 

 
Complaint of Councillor Perkins 

 

 
74 

 
WC 5 

 
Statement of Councillor Perkins 

 

 
78 

 
WC 6 

 
Complaint of Councillor Mortimer 

 

 
103 

 
WC 7  

 
Statement of Councillor Mortimer 

 

 
106 

 
WC 8 

 

 
Complaint of Councillor Rawlings 

 

 
132 

 
WC 9  

 

 
Statement of Councillor Rawlings 

 
135 

 
WC 10 

 
Statement of Kate Lacey 

 

 
141 

 
WC 11 

 

 
Interview transcript of Councillor Gillard 

 

 
153 

 
WC 12 

 

 
Press article 16 June 2018 

 

 
154 

 
WC 13 

 

 
Press article 28 June 2018 

 
155 

 
WC 14 

 

 
Press article 6 July 2018 
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156 

 
WC 15 

 

 
Press release prepared 29 June 2018 

 

 
157 

 
WC 16 

 

 
Emails June and July 2018 from Councillor Gillard to other 
Councillors and/or Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
List of unused material 
 

Investigator’s notes, file correspondence and drafts. 
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STATEMENT 
FRONT COVER 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 Name: Councillor Clare Perkins 
 
 Position Held: Complainant 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Cartergate House, 
26 Chantry Lane, 

Grimsby 
DN31 2LJ 

 
a limited liability partnership  registered in England number OC343261  

authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority 

CONFIDENTIAL REPORT

Page 74 of 165

Gill.Thompson
Typewritten text
WC 5



 
Page 2 of 4 

 

 
 
 

STATEMENT of: Councillor Clare Perkins 

 
 

1. I have been a member of Woodbridge Town Council since ???  I was 

elected as a Conservative Councillor. I was the Mayor during the 2107/18 

municipal year. 

 

2. Whilst I was the Mayor the Town Councillors got on very well together 

working for the benefit of the town. I felt we worked as a very cohesive unit. 

 

3. Since the recent problems which are the reason for my complaint against 

Councillors Gillard  the atmosphere has changed. At times I do 

not know who is right but it is very uncomfortable being in the middle of the 

disputes. 

 

4. I have witnessed unacceptable conduct from the two Councillors that I 

consider to be bullying and disrespectful towards the Council’s staff. I have 

been in the Council’s office with both the former Town Clerk and the current 

one when they have received telephone calls or emails from these 

Councillors. It is evident from the effect on the staff that the contact with 

these Councillors has caused them distress.  

 

5. Neither of the Councillors listens to advice when they have been provided 

with information. 

 

6. Their approach is very clever in that they hide behind a facade of what they 

are doing is for the electorate. I believe they are aware that they are 

needling the staff by repeatedly asking the same questions. 

 

7. 
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8. I believe both of these Councillors have exhibited bullying and disrespectful 

behaviour towards the Council’s employees, in particular the former Clerk 

and more recently the new Clerk. 

 

9. 

 

10. My complaint against the two Councillors also refers to articles in the local 

press which clearly identify the disclosure of confidential information. In the 

first instance they were quoted in an article about the deletion of emails 

from the Council’s computer. This was first identified by the new Clerk 

around the time of the Council’s Annual General Meeting this year. I met 

Councillor Gillard as I was leaving the Clerk’s office and mentioned to him 

that some of the emails appeared to be missing. 

 

11. The Council immediately took action to recover any missing emails and 

other files. The matter was discussed at Council and Committee meetings 

as the issue was being dealt with. These discussions were in the 

confidential part of the meetings. When the two Councillors spoke to the 

press they made statements to the effect that the Council had lost data. I 

believe this was intended to discredit the Council by implying that sensitive 

date had been lost rather than the deletion of routine emails. 
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12. The second incident related to some signs that had been ordered by the 

Council. This was first raised after a meeting when confidential information 

had been considered. At the end of the meeting the Chairman, Councillor 

informed the Councillors that some issues had come to light. He 

clearly stated that this was a private discussion and would be reported to a 

future meeting. It was immediately following this that the two Councillors 

were pictured and quoted in the local press in an article which reported on 

the issues relating to the signs. 

 

13. I believe these incidents were politically motivated as the two Councillors 

are trying to discredit the Council. Their actions are supported by the local 

County Councillor, She is often 

reported as making derogatory comments about the Town Council. 

 

14. I have provided the investigating officer with a number of documents which 

evidence the conduct referred to in my complaint. These include copies of 

emails between various Councillors and written rebuttals of the complaints 

made by against me. 
 

 

 
I Clare Perkins declare that this statement is true and 
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief. 
 
 
 
 
Signed ............................................Date ............................ 
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