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REGISTER OF SPECIFIC OFFICER FUNCTIONS

Head of Planning and Coastal Management

All planning application decisions including decisions concerning Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) decisions or considerations requiring Habitat Impact Assessments (HRA)
are delegated to the Head of Planning and Coastal Management UNLESS:

1. The Planning Application Is, in the opinion of the Head of Planning and Coastal
SChe I | Of Management or the Chairman/Vice Chairman of the Planning Committee, of
significant public interest; would have a significant impact on the environment; or

Delegat|0n —_— should otherwise be referred to Members due to its significance in some other
respect; or

Tri e ri N 2. The applicant or landowner is East Suffolk Council; or

gg g 3. The applicant, or agent, is an East Suffolk Councillor or an East Suffolk Council

P | ann i N employee, or the applicant, or agent, is a close relative of an East Suffolk Councillor
g —or East Suffolk Council emplovee: or

4. The ‘minded to” decision of the Planning Officer Is contrary to either:
Refe rra I Pa n el a. The comments received from the Town or Parish Council within the 21-day
consultation period; or
b. The comments received from the Ward Member within the 21-day
consultation period; or
¢. The comments recelved from a statutory consultee within the 21-day
consultation period.
In which case, if item 4 is invoked, the Planning Application will be referred to the
Planning Referral Panel - the panel will discuss with the Head of Planning and Coastal
Management (based on planning grounds) to either refer the application to Planning
Committee for decision or remain delegated to the Head of Planning and Coastal

Appendix A Management.




Proportion of Referral Panel items in North and South Areas

South
47%

Morth
53%

Planning

Proportion of items at the Planning Referral Panel that were Majors,
Minors and Others
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Minors

41%
Cihers

23%

Appendix E, Figures 1 and 3



Number of items at the Planning Referral Panel

Number of items per meeting
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Appendix F, Figure 1



Proportions of applications triggering Planning Referral Process

B Percentage at Referral Panel

M Percentage of applications not triggering Referral Panel
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Appendix H, Figure 3
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Proportion of items at Planning Referral Panel with comments from Town/Parish

Councils
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Appendix K, Figure 6
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Proportion of items at Planning Referral Panel with comments from Ward Members
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Attendance at Planning Referral Panel Meetings

Appendix P, Figure 2

Members who have
not attended any
Referral Panel
meetings between 1
April 22 - 31 March

Members who have
attended at least one
Referral Panel
Meeting between 1
April 2022 - 31
March 2023
A45%



Attendance at Planning Referral Panel Meetings
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Proportion of
Applications at
Planning

Committee via
the Planning
Referral Panel

Appendix S, Figure 1

What proportion of items at Planning Committee because of an ESC
Connection / Referred by Panel /called in directly (e.g. referred by
Head of Service)?

Total Noof items at
Flanning Committesas
takendirectly bythe
Head of Planning and
Coastal Management or
the Chairman/Vice
chairman ofthe Planning
Committee
24%

Total Noof items at
committeedueto ESC

connection
27%

Total Moof items at
Planning committesvia

Referral Panel
449%



REGISTER OF SPECIFIC OFFICER FUNCTIONS

Head of Planning and Coastal Management

All planning application decisions including decisions concerning Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) decisions or considerations requiring Habitat Impact Assessments (HRA)
are delegated to the Head of Planning and Coastal Management UNLESS:

1. The Planning Application Is, in the opinion of the Head of Planning and Coastal
Management or the Chairman/Vice Chairman of the Planning Committee, of
significant public interest; would have a significant impact on the environment; or

Scheme of

Delegat|0n —_— should otherwise be referred to Members due to its significance in some other
respect; or
2. The applicant or landowner is East Suffolk Council; or
Cu rre nt rOUteS 3. The applicant, or agent, is an East Suffolk Councillor or an East Suffolk Council

employee, or the applicant, or agent, is a close relative of an East Suffolk Councillor
or East Suffolk Council employee; or

to Planning
. 4. The ‘minded to” decision of the Planning Officer Is contrary to either:
CO mm |ttee a. The comments received from the Town or Parish Council within the 21-day
consultation period; or
b. The comments received from the Ward Member within the 21-day
consultation period; or
¢. The comments recelved from a statutory consultee within the 21-day
consultation period.
In which case, if item 4 is invoked, the Planning Application will be referred to the
Planning Referral Panel — the panel will discuss with the Head of Planning and Coastal

Mamsemenﬂb_am.n_mﬂnummmummdrefer the application to Planmna‘
Committee for decision|or remain delegate €@ Hea

Appendix A Management.

—



Planning Committee — numbers and scale of application

S —
Number of items at Planning Committee each month that were Major, Minor and Other
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[
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m Major = Minor m Other
Appendix R, Figure 2




Speaking on applications at Planning Committee

Percentage of items on which a party spoke
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76005 T6.00%
B4.00%:

Town or Parish Counci Third Party Acent or applicant Ward Member [Ward member(s)
specifically mentioned as speaking &
committee astheward member)

' ' m Percentage of temson which they spoke ercentage of temson which they didn't speak



Speaking on applications at Planning Committee — their via the RP

Speaking on items at Planning Committee due to referral by the Referral Panel
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Timeliness of decisions via each determination route  AppendixW, Figure 8

0% 10% 20% 30% A% 50% B0% 70% BO% B0% 100%

Delegated I

All Delegated cases (Fig 1) Out of time, 23%

Delegated Decisions that did
not trigger Referral Process Out of time, 23%
(Fig 2)

Referral Panel delegated
back to officers for Out of time, 26%%
determination (Fig 3)

Committee

All Committee Decisions (Fig Out of i 299
a) Out of time, 20%

Within Gov target, 0% I

From the Planning Referral Out of time. 31%
Panel (Fig 5) Out of time, 31%

Within Gov target, 0%

Call in by Head of Service or

the Planning Committee / Out of time, 21%
Vice-chair (Fig 6)

Within Gov target, 0%

An ESC connection (Fig 7)

Out of time, 16%

Within Govtarget, 0%




How to address current situation

4.1 | Yearly monitoring and reporting to Strategic Planning Committee, subject
to the consideration and outcome of the ‘Response to Scrutiny Committee
Report’. which is also on this agenda.

5 Reason/s for recommendation

Recom mendation 5.1 | That the contents of the report are noted and that no changes are made to
the Referral Panel Process.

Recommendation/s:
1.That the content of the report be noted and that no changes are made to the
Referral process.
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