
 

 
 

 

Aldeburgh, Leiston, Saxmundham and villages Community Partnership 

Action Notes of the Meeting held on Thursday 27 July 

Core Membership:   

ESC Councillors –Councillor John Fisher (Chair), Cllr Katie Graham, Cllr Sarah Whitelock 

SCC Councillors – Cllr TJ Haworth Culf 

Town and Parish Councils –Cllr Julian Cusack (Middleton Parish Council), Helen Greengrass 

(Clerk Leiston Town Council), Cllr Lesley Hill (Leiston Town Council), Cllr Maureen Jones 

(Aldringham Parish Council), Cllr Alastair Lumpkin (Aldeburgh Town Council), Cllr Paul 

Richards (Snape Parish Council), Cllr Mary Schedrin (Friston Parish Council),  

Partnership Organisations –  Sharon Cuthbert (Leiston GNS), Di Eastman (IP17 Good 

Neighbour Scheme), Chiara Saunders (Citizens Advice),   

Others present – Kevin Hines Joss Mullett (Communities Officer, ESC) Nicole Rickard (Head 

of Communities, ESC), Alli Stone (Democratic Services Officer, ESC),  

Apologies:  

Item  Discussion  

1. Welcome and introduction 
 
Cllr John Fisher (JF) welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 

2. Action Notes 
 
The action notes of the meetings held on 1 March 2023 were agreed. 
 

3.  Election of Vice Chair 
 
Julian Cusack was nominated, and was by the unanimous vote of the partnership 
elected as Vice Chair for the Community Partnership for the 2023/24 year. 
  

4.   Terms of Reference and Meeting Ground Rules 
 



 

 
 

The Partnership considered the ground rules and terms of reference.  
 
Lesley Hill (LH) stated that Leiston Together no longer existed and could be 
removed.   
 
Julian Cusack (JC) commented that the terms of reference were quite restrictive 
and it was unclear whether wider issues such as planning could be discussed.  
Nicole Rickard (NR) stated they had been written so that issues that should be 
discussed elsewhere were not raised here where the most informed people 
were not present. Community issues would be on the agenda going forward and 
parishes could raise any issues under his item, any suggestions from parishes and 
towns could be considered at this point.   
 
Di Eastman (DE) asked how cross border funding worked. NR commented that 
council wards had been used as the building blocks, but CPs had jointly funded 
projects in the past, or piloted projects on for the whole of the district. 
 

3. Officer update 
 
Joss Mullett (JM) was visiting parish and town councils and projects in the area 
to get a better understanding of issues.  
Several projects funded at the last meeting were in progress: 

• Community cuppa and chinwag had been set up and was runnign 

• Healthy movers – had mostly been delivered, excellent feedback from 
Leiston primary school 

• Let’s talk dementia – JM had a follow up meeting to look at how this 
would be delivered 

 
TJ Haworth Culf (TJHC) asked for some information to share on social media to 
advertise projects 
 
NR updated on the most recent Community Partnership Board meeting: 

• Caroline Topping, the Leader of the Council was now the Chair. 

• There were several new CP Chairs, and so part of the meeting included 
an update on the purpose and aims of the community partnership. 

• There had also been an update on the cost of living response and how 
the programme could be improved for winter 2023/24.  

• The Board had also agreed funding for a demand responsive transport 
pilot for Lowestoft and surrounding villages 

• There had also been a workshop to discuss allocation of funding for UK 
Shared prosperity funding 

 
Paul Richards (PR) stated that public transport was a growing concern, and the 
new Katch route did not go where people from Snape at this end of the line 
wanted to go. People in Snape tended to use services in Saxmundham, and so a 
link to Wickham Market was not of much use.  
 



 

 
 

Mary Schedrin (MS) commented that some of the roads were becoming more 
dangerous for cycling, and so public transport was key for people to get out. 
TJHC commented that speeding did need to be reported to the police so that 
action could be taken, and that there was evidence for work to be done.  

4. Data Pack 
 
JM gave a presentation on the most recent data for the community partnership 
area. 
 
The Partnership discussed the data, how it related to the current priorities and 
any gaps and raised the following points: 

• No information from the Aldeburgh GP surgeries  

• No information on dentistry – this had been a key piece of work for the 
CP 

• Whether any work than could be done to anticipate impact of increased 
population in the next five years and the stress this will place on services 
and communities  

• Could EDF attend to answer some questions about infrastructure for 
communities. TJHC emphasised that there would be an impact on 
everyone who was already living in the area, despite the promises that 
had already been made. NR commented that CP could put itself in the 
best possible position to support community groups whatever the 
outcome around Sizewell C 

• It was emphasised that the CP alone could not solve the issues around 
Sizewell C.  

• JC commented that the CP could become central to coordinating 
discussions with the energy companies, rather than having them discuss 
this with each town and parish individually.  

• Katie Graham asked if there had been any engagement with young 
people on climate and the environment and the impact on mental health. 
NR confirmed there were some reports on mental health for young 
people in the area which could be included in the next meeting.  

 

The meeting concluded at 4.30 pm 

 


