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Construction of a recreational lake and use for low ropes course
to include reception and changing room building.

Easton Farm Park, Sanctuary Bridge Road, Easton, IP13 OEQ

27 October 2020
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Photographs




Additional Photographs — south of the River Deben, looking back towards the proposal




Additional Photographs — south of the River Deben, looking back towards the proposal
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Proposed Barn Elevations
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Proposed Barn Floor Plan
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Cross Section of Recreational Lake
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Example of Low Ropes Course




Main Considerations

- Benefits to tourism/economy
- Additional attraction to an existing site
* Potential impact to the landscape

* Potential impact to heritage assets




Recommendation
REFUSE PLANNING PERMISSION

The application seeks the construction of a recreational lake and use for low ropes course, to include a
reception and changing room building at Easton Farm Park, Sanctuary Bridge Road, Easton, IP13 OEQ.

It is accepted that this proposal would support the economic potential of Easton Park Farm through
diversification of a rural economic activity. However, the adopted Local Plan Policies would not support
new development where it would be considered harmful to the character of the landscape.

In the absence of details of the precise route of the course within the lake the visual impact is not
defined, but it is clear that there would be significant landscape impact arising from the lake and low
ropes course upon this sensitive valley landscape.

The site lies within Landscape Character Area B7 Deben Valley of the Suffolk Coastal Landscape Character
Assessment (2018) where the proposed development consists of an uncharacteristic feature on an
otherwise unchanged highly characteristic and historical landscape, contrary to Local Plan Policies
SCLP4.5(c), SCLP6.4(c), SCLP4.7(d) and SCLP10.4 and Paragraphs 127(c) and 170(a) of the NPPF. In this
instance it is not considered that unacceptable adverse landscape impacts can be suitably mitigated.

Furthermore, insufficient information has been submitted in respect of the potential impacts to the
nearby heritage assets, contrary to Local Plan Policy SCLP11.3 and paragraphs 189, 190, 193 of the
National Planning Policy Framework.
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