
RURAL PROOFING
Where are we 

now?



Rural proofing is a process of 
reviewing policies through a rural 
lens, to make these policies fit for 

purpose for those living and 
working in rural communities



CAS RURAL SERVICES SURVEY 2022

Key areas of concern:  Communications Technology and Broadband; Strengthening Communities and Community Life; 
Environment (including concerns around climate change); Health and Wellbeing; Economy; Community Cohesion, Local 
Welfare Support and Cost of Living

Full report & data set here: Research into Suffolk and 
the VCFSE Sector - Community Action Suffolk

https://www.communityactionsuffolk.org.uk/partnerships/research-into-suffolk-and-the-vcfse-sector/
https://www.communityactionsuffolk.org.uk/partnerships/research-into-suffolk-and-the-vcfse-sector/




The crates represent 
the tools we have to 
support our rural 
communities – to 
understand what 
those tools are/could 
be, we should be 
questioning every 
aspect of our 
processes…





Table Discussion:

• Are the Board and 8 Community Partnerships 
actively Rural Proofing? 

• What more could you do?
• Can you share any good practice examples?



The Community Partnership Board and Community Partnerships 

are recommended to review progress against the 

recommendations on pages 3 and 4 of the toolkit that relate to:

o Rural representation

o Rural champions

o Review of Community Partnership priorities in light of 

‘rural’ considerations

o Monitoring of rural allocation of its Small Grants Scheme 

and measures to address any shortfall in rural –

particularly with regard to communication and participation 

from rural areas and need/potential for ring fencing of % 

of grant pot

Summary recommendations in July 
2022 (taken from final report)



Suggested next steps:

• Review individual area toolkits
• Identify and commit to 2 or 3 actions to further 

embed rural proofing 
• Share good practice examples across 

Community Partnerships
• Annual review



Hannah Reid
Chief Executive

hannah.reid@communityactionsuffolk.org.uk
@Hannahreidatcas

01473 345332 

mailto:hannah.reid@communityactionsuffolk.org.uk
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